
Auckland Keelboat OneDesign Sprints

Zoom Briefing 

25 September 2023



Why are we here?

• The purpose of this session is to provide a short briefing on the 
upcoming series to 

1. introduce the players, 

2. run through the Notice of Race and Sailing Instructions, 

3. discuss safety and highlight the key features and hazards in the race 
area and 

4. answer any questions.



Agenda

• Introduction

• Program

• Race documents

• Safety

• Race area features and hazards

• Crew

• Questions



Introduction

• Recap
• Impossible or unaffordable to stay with previous OA
• Fleets worked together
• Tuesday night only real option
• Northcote Birkenhead Yacht Club recommended

• NBYC 
• The club https://nbyc.org.nz/ 
• Race Officer -  Dave West

• Etchells
• Lincoln Fraser

• S34s
• Tom Laurie

• Young 88s
• Mark Tapper

https://nbyc.org.nz/


The Program

• Racing every week 
during daylight saving 
excepting holidays and 
holiday period

• Weekly - Etchells 
weekly x 20 nights

• Week 1 - Y88s 
fortnightly x 10

• Week 2 - S34s 
fortnightly x 8

Week 1

Week 2



The program detail

• 14th December Xmas social and 
“mini series” prize giving at NBYC

• 4th April Overall series prize 
giving  at NBYC

• NB Feb 6th is Waitangi day



Regatta Documents

• Notice of race link :
• Entries via class association

• Sailing Instructions link :
• Starting sequence
• Courses

• Starboard mark rounding option

• Use of 1A as tidal offset
• Wind limits and sail selections
• Protests
• Alternate penalties



Safety

• VHF Radio/s
• monitor 16 and 77
• Use Channel 16 in an emergency

• Lifejackets
• Expect code flag & 2X kts plus

• Risks
• Man Overboard 

• all stop and prepare to assist, monitor channel 16
• 20 knots plus for Y flag

• Collisions, …. 
• expensive and dangerous
• avoid by allowing extra room

• Head strike
• What else?

• In case of serious injury nearest medivac 
point is Birkenhead Wharf or Westhaven 
Marina

Sheltered dock in emergency

https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/media/b5mbruss/radio-handbook.pdf


Features and hazards, anchoring, shallow 
water, tides

Race area 1

23



Youth Crew … once we’re up and running

• Finding & matching crew
• https://app.mysail.team/series/43

87/auckland-keelboat-onedesign-
sprints 

• Youth crew initiative

• Transfers via RIB from NBYC to 
boats

https://app.mysail.team/series/4387/auckland-keelboat-onedesign-sprints
https://app.mysail.team/series/4387/auckland-keelboat-onedesign-sprints
https://app.mysail.team/series/4387/auckland-keelboat-onedesign-sprints


Notes and Q & A?

• Starboard rounding mark 1 and 1A?
• Useful when wind direction & tide would make for a true 

or less biased run
• Very tricky under rules and Etchells not set up for this
• Decision made to not include this option

• Lifelines not required under Cat 4 and 5

• Wind limits and go/no go decison
• Indications from fleets range from consistent low to mid 

20 kts  and gusts over 25kts
• Agreed RO will consult fleet reps on the day via WhatsApp 

group and make a decision by 1500 on day

• Crew
• Options for youth and adult crew
• Promote and share via MySail app and either a specific 

Facebook Group or a google form/sheet
• Merv’s son Riley to advise ☺
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